
CONNECT 
Lancefield Primary School Newsletter 

Term 2 Week 2 — Thursday 23rd April 2020 

News from the principal – Jo Emond 
 
Hello to all of our fabulous LPS learners and families. What a wild ride we are all on at the moment but at least we 
are all together to keep each other calm and support each other. 
 
I cannot begin to express my immense admiration and thanks to all of our parents, carers, teachers education sup-
port staff and our great kids during this extremely new and challenging time of remote learning. It isn’t home 
schooling, not by a long shot and is certainly isn’t school, it is a whole new way of working together to support 
your children.  
 
Everyday I am sure you are faced with a new hurdle or challenge as are the staff are but together I think we are 
doing a pretty good job of supporting each other. If you feel alone or not sure then my best advice is to reach out 
to us! You can contact us through ueducateUs, SeeSaw and I encourage you to be involved with your kids webex 
times (where appropriate) to check in one to one with your teachers.  
 
I have seen some amazingly creative tasks and learning being posted on See Saw, just fabulous to see whole fami-
lies getting involved and joining in on activities. 
 
Each day teachers are posting expectations and activities for learning on See Saw BUT if your day isn’t going so 
well, if you have tired or uncooperative children, if you aren’t feeling so great or just need a break then you must 
look after yourself FIRST! It is perfectly fine to set your day up with your family as it suits you and there is no com-
pulsion for children to be online ALL DAY on See Saw tasks. In fact, if this were the case we would be really con-
cerned! Please do not overdo the hardcopy tasks, these are to supplement the tasks on See Saw and we would not 
be pumping out worksheets at school anyway!  
 
I am fully aware that here is a plethora of information online and in the media about the new world of learning 
and schools however here are some excerpts from two articles which I believe offer some sage, sensible advice. 
4 ideas to consider for online learning – George Couros (educator/author) 
 
“This is the time to invent new structures, tear down ineffective ones and awaken hidden talents and passions in 
our children. Let’s think about how we can focus on connection and learning instead of recreating ineffective 
structures and routines of school that breed isolation and disengagement at home. Let’s not focus on how to cover 
it all remotely... Instead, could we see it as an opportunity to focus on what 
learners need and what they want to learn … 

“Teachers initially questioned how do I convert my face-to-face teaching day 
into an online course?  The truth is, (and we are quickly realising this) you 
can’t convert it.  
 
Learning isn’t like a file that converts between a .doc and a PDF and a Google 
Doc. We can’t simply substitute new tools and do the same exact activity. 
Although it is harder to “connect” in an online space, right now, it is more im-
portant than ever, that is where we start with our focus.  
For most students right now, “school” is the least of their concerns, or their 

families. Our main concern for all of our families right now are, how 

are you all doing and is there anything you need, how can we help? 

Child safe: 

Lancefield Primary School is 

committed to child safety. 

We want all children to be safe, 

happy and empowered. 



News from the principal continued… 
So more now than ever, we must identify what our students bring to the table and the strengths they have.   
For any or all of these ideas to be successful…  
 
one thing matters more than anything else—your health and well-being.  There is so much going on in our 
world, and if we do not take care of ourselves, it will be impossible to help others effectively.  
Please take care of yourself. “ 
 
You can't helicopter school-parent in the COVID-19 storm – Wendy Tuohy (The Age 19/4/2020) 
…six high-level education experts I interviewed for The Sunday Age last week, including several education pro-
fessors, all said a few weeks or even a term of bumpy learning would not be the unmaking of kids’ education. 
Each said the best we could hope to do was take an interest and engage at the edges with tasks set by 
schools, and the strong message was the best thing for kids is to ensure the basics are moving in the right direc-
tion (in primary school this being literacy and maths)…if all else fails for kids in early grades in the days of 
school online, you can go a long way to keeping literacy up to speed simply by reading to children as often as 
you can and having them read to you. 
 
All of the experts said teachers and schools were doing their absolute best, but there were bound to be hurdles, 
some parents and teachers would struggle, and it would not stain children’s long-term learning … 
Each said teachers really are adept at identifying gaps in curriculum knowledge…. 
The experts each mentioned trying to be “gentle” with each other and ourselves. 
It’s our own anxiety that will be the biggest bogeyman, and a great thing we can do for kids’ general wellbe-
ing, and learning, is to get that under control. 

 
Here are some suggestions for fabulous and hugely valuable NON digital learning activities you could 

try at home, just adjust to the age of your kids. 

Remember to wash your hands before and after playing  
Make a treasure map with clues to hide around your house and garden  
Make a fort or tent to play or read in 
Paint rocks and make a rock family  
Paint flower pots and sew some seeds 
Bake – try those SAKG recipes you are being sent on See Saw 
Make puppets and put on a puppet show – couches make a good theatre to hide behind 
Make/ grow a mini garden  
Make paper planes – see how far they can fly and have a competition with siblings or parents 
Do some junk modelling and make anything you want! 
Make a little city or garden  in a shoe box  
If you have lots of shoe boxes you could make a different room in each one and stick them to-
gether to make a house.  
Make bird feeders 
Make your own book  
Do a puzzle  
Do some sewing, make something new out of something old – old socks make great puppets for 
your puppet play – then write a script! 
Make home made play dough (with food colouring and glitter)  
Make a mini golf course – inside or outside depending on the weather 
Make bubble paintings outside  
Make dry pressed flowers between heavy books and paper.  
Play board games /dominoes/ card games 
Make your own huge board game with question cards and your own counters 
Make nature art in the garden (lots of ideas on Pinterest)  
Do some safe science experiments - check with parents first!  
Set up an art gallery in your room or in the garden – make lots of different pictures for your 
family to see 
If you have chalk draw a hop-scotch outside to play  
Play cat’s cradle  
Make things out of Lego – draw your creation, count how many blocks you used. 



From the Preps 
 

It is safe to say that I have never written a stranger newsletter piece than this. It is 10:35am on a 
Tuesday morning I am sitting in my spare bedroom waiting to have a Webex chat with a student 

whilst my one year is banging on the window with one of my golf balls. Welcome to remote learning. 
 

All jokes aside I think we have made a magnificent start to this chapter of our schooling. The preps 
have taken to the work with their usual enthusiasm and gusto and the parents should be commend-

ed for how well they have supported their children. 
 

Some of the work that has been complete this week is below. The kids have been doing addition, 
finding words they know, listing things that are ‘big’, finding shapes and writing sentences 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Keep up the fabulous work guys, ‘we got this!’  
Andrew 

 

 

 

  

  



From the Grade 1’s 
 

Hello everyone, 
 
We had a great first week in grade 1 with some amazing work samples being submitted via seesaw 
and I wanted to take this opportunity to thank you all or your hard work and resilience during this 
somewhat challenging time.  
 
It has been great to catch up with most of you via WebEx - Students and staff have enjoyed seeing 
each other and having a chat. For those unable to join a WebEx conference so far - don’t worry, we 
will have many more opportunities to catch up. 
 
Michelle and Bec have both been supporting myself during this period and all three of us are availa-
ble to support you in any way that we can. Michelle will still be running some of the literacy activities 
as we think that it is a good idea to have a couple of different voices and faces for the students to 
hear from and see. 
 
I have enjoyed seeing the range of work samples being submitted - It highlights the creativity and 
flexibility of the students and shows that we have a very capable group of students. I thought that I 
would share some of the pieces here with you all.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Years 2/3 

 
The 2/3 students have been very busy with their home learning tasks. We have loved having the students share 
their work with us on SeeSaw. There has been some fabulous work happening at home, well done families!! 
Thank you all for your great effort! 
 
A highlight among the group has been ‘the unwanted visitor task’, using a photo of a bear which was roaming 
around in Celeste’s backyard!! This was used a visual prompt to inspire the students to write a story to match 
and investigate the height and/or weight of a bear and compare it with that of themselves and family (we even 
had students which included their pets in the task!). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Thomas had marked the height of 

his family outside on the wall 

Maddison’s writing 

Abbey had made some yummy cupcakes 

during her creative time 

Lily had made some grissini using the 

SKAG resources. It looks yum!! 

Violet’s height/weight investigation 



Years 2/3 continued 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Phoebe playing an addition card game. 
Amelia’s story about Celeste’s bear 

Orbella and her family’s painting of 
the view outside her window. 

Maya and her brother enjoying the morning yoga routine. 

Flynn during creative time. Jack and his family acting out The Three Billy Goats Gruff 



Years 4/5/6 

Grade 4 
 
Over the past few days of home school I have done many things. First I have made some creative 
food and had ventures on bike rides. On our bike rides we have to at least hit 10 kilometers. So with 
my food, I had to use my imagination to come up with scalawag pancakes. At my place I have had 
really bad internet, one because our modem crashed and has no signal and two the power went out. 
Today we have the fire on and we are staying warm inside before mum takes us out for a bike ride. 
Jai 
 
 
 

On the weekend we made Disney-
land churros and corn dogs they 
were very easy to make and they 
were also very delicious. Paige 
 

 
 
 
 

 
I wrote a pizza recipe for my writing activity. The best part 
was that I got to make it! It was delicious. Tyson.  
 
 
 

 

There has also been amazing art in 4NJ. Check out these masterpieces!  
 
                  Kasey                                          Gabrielle                                          Trinity 



Years 4/5/6 

Grade 5/6 
 

We’d like a give a big thumbs up to the efforts of our students and their support network at home for 
the positive and patient way they have tackled the challenges we faced last week and continue to. 
The effort and work shared has been wonderful and very much appreciated. We’ve covered reading, 
writing, maths, science, art, pe and so very much more! Here’s a little sample of what we have been 
busy doing and some individual contributions… 
 

Doing school from home is a little hard but I have gotten used to it. I have been enjoying reading with-
out any interruptions. Setting my own schedule was hard to balance from what I wanted and from my 
work but I think that I have balanced it pretty well. Lily  
 

Our Current Reality: My first week of home schooling we came out of Easter not being able to visit 
any family or friends. We set up a school desk at the hub of the house. I’ve adjusted to doing my 
work at my own pace. It did feel weird at the start being online with the teacher but I'm more used 
to it now. I'm not entirely alone because my mum is out of work because of the virus as well as my 
sister she does her Uni online. Our street has become very busy with people walking their dogs or 
just walking, we never used to walk past people now we often do. We have been spending a lot 
more time as a family playing games and doing crafts. Even though we have to stay at home it has 
been less hectic but I do miss my friends and playing a sport. Baylee 
 
At home I've been practising a lot more on riding Daisy and I think I've improved a heap too, even 
though I fell off and she accidentally kicked me in the knee (she meant to kick the cow). I've also been 
drawing and doing paper crafts as well as trying to keep my room clean, (even though it’s technically 
impossible) but so far so good. I've been practising on some new hair styles in my hair and washed 
Daisy so now she's as white as paper even though she rolled in the dirt right after I washed her. We 
went for an Easter egg hunt too and I found heaps and heaps of chocolates and a white chocolate 
Easter bunny, I've already eaten them though. Mum has made a tree fort for us with a slide going 
down and she made a ti pee too, I've also started to make some rope out of a plant called Lomandra 
and It's surprisingly strong, Mum had to put all of her force until she heard it crack, and I'm making 
more of the rope to wrap round the ti pee. Bye. Grace 
 
It's been a bit tricky these first few weeks with remote learning and not being able to see your 
friends but I'm starting to get used to it. At home we have re-arranged an area for me to do my 
school work without any problems. Apart from school stuff, my sister and I have been going for 
walks with the dog and I'd just like to say I've never seen so many people walking around. It's defi-
nitely getting a bit boring with not being able to go out but better safe than sorry! Jemma 
 
We are planning a veggie garden this year. Today, we are helping our family to plant some Leek, 
Broccoli, Cauliflower, Spring Onion, Zucchini, Cucumber, Snow Peas, Brussels Sprouts and Carrot. On 
the weekend, me and my sister played roblox on tablet and computer. We were playing piggy and it 
was fun. Last night we have a movie night and we watched Lego masters on TV. I'm building a two 
storey house (not finished yet) and I'm going to post it when it's finished. Ashlee 
 
At home we are finding things to do for creative and morning exercise. We're doing great, not bad, 
not awesome just great. Tomorrow for creative time I'm making a rockley road for creative time. 
D.J 
 



Years 4/5/6 

Grade 5/6 continued 
 
Samples of our art task…Can you guess the artist? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And there’s been cooking too… 

 

 

 

 

5/6 Art  
Last week 5/6 students were asked to draw a self-portrait incorporating objects that reflected their personali-
ty. They also focused on the style of lines that they used to create their shapes and the feel of their artwork. 
Thank you to all the students who have successfully completed and uploaded their art piece. 
Bec Borg   
 
I wonder if you can guess who these belong to.    

 



Music 
MUSIC DURING REMOTE LEARNING 
Preps and Grade 1’s: 
I hope you all got a chance to try the fun song for this week. 
Can you remember all the actions for TONY CHESTNUT? 
Keep an look out for the second part later this week!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Click on the link below if you haven’t had a chance to try it yet. 
https://www.loom.com/share/58d3cb9a567e4e438a29ca3c9d1f557c  
Grade 2 / 3 and 4: 
How did you go with your “rondo pieces”? Did you get a chance to try saying your Rondo with the drum ma-
chine? You can just create some great patterns using “Drumbit” as well. Here’s a link to get you to the site. 
https://drumbit.app/ 
Grade 5 / 6: 
How did you go creating some body percussion? Just getting the first 8 beats can be really fun to play along 
with a favourite song. Keep an eye out for next week’s hand tapping routine. It’s got some really fun rhythms 
that sound so good when you have mastered it. You will amaze lots of people when you have it up to speed. 
Sorry I have no links for you! L 
I can’t wait to see what you can do when we catch up again. If you take a video, please ask your teacher to 
forward it to me!! 

 Physical Education  
Michelle Waterman 

Staying active is a very important part of our daily lives, especially in this time of remote learning. So don’t 
forget to include a walk, some yoga, a bike ride or ball game into your daily schedule. 
Students have been provided with some clips to get them up and moving each day, including an oldie called 
‘Go, You Chicken Fat, Go!’ with a US cheer team to motivate everyone. 

This week students have been asked to design and complete an obstacle course in their garden or house. I 
have loved seeing all the unique and challenging courses. It is wonderful that so many families have helped by 
filming, timing and joining in with the obstacle courses.  
My favourites would have to be ‘shoo away the cows’ and also the wheelbarrow full of water, balanced along 

a seesaw. Now that’s what I call taking it to the next 
level!  

 
I                                                            If the sun is out then you 

should be too!  
 
 
 

 
Yoga for Kids 

 Some Yoga for Kids is another calm way 
to keep moving if the weather is not too 
good outside, or just for a good stretch 
and some mindfulness in this crazy situa-
tion we find ourselves in.  
 

https://www.loom.com/share/58d3cb9a567e4e438a29ca3c9d1f557c
https://drumbit.app/


Stephanie Alexander  

Kitchen Garden 

 
Make hard tack 

(from the Australian War Memorial Website) 
 

 
Have you ever thought how the Australians at Gallipoli could be supplied with food: many thousands of men, at 
short notice, with no refrigeration? While they were fighting on Gallipoli the Australian soldiers were supplied with 
food from as far away as Egypt and Greece, and this, combined with the lack of refrigeration, meant that they could 
get very little fruit, vegetables, meat or dairy products.  So what did they eat? Bully beef (tinned corned beef), rice, 
jam, cocoa, tea, some bread and above all hard tack fed the Australian soldiers at 
Gallipoli. Hard tack, also known as "ANZAC Wafer", or "ANZAC Tile", has a 
very long shelf life, unlike bread. Hard tack or biscuits continued to be eaten dur-
ing the Second World War. The original biscuits were made by Arnott's, and our 
recipe has been provided by Arnott's. 
 

Hard Tack Recipe (the origin of the ANZAC biscuit) 
Caution: Hard tack is really hard! There are stories of soldiers breaking their 
teeth on it, so be careful!   
 
Makes six biscuits. 

 
Ingredients 
1½ cups self-raising white flour 
3 cups self-raising wholemeal flour 
5 tablespoons sugar 
3 tablespoons milk powder 
pinch salt 
1 cup water 
 

Equipment 
Large mixing bowl 
Mixing spoon 
Board and rolling pin 
Baking tray 

 
Method 
1. Preheat the oven to 180C. 
2. Place dry ingredients in a large bowl and mix together. 
3. Make a well in the centre and add the water. Mix together until an even dough is formed. 
4. Turn the dough onto a floured board and knead for a few minutes. Shape the dough into a ball and let rest for 

half an hour. 
5. Divide the dough into three and then roll each ball into thick 1cm sheets. 
6. Cut the rolled sheet of dough into 9 cm squares, using the edge of a steel ruler, rather than a knife. This press-

ing action helps to join the top and bottom surfaces of the biscuit and will improve the "lift" in baking. 
7. Now make a regular pattern of holes in each biscuit, five holes across by five holes down (25 holes in all). 

The ideal tool to use to make these holes is a cotton bud with the cotton wool cut off or the thick end of a 
bamboo skewer. Push it through to the bench, twist slightly and withdraw. (Some historians claim that each 
biscuit had 49 holes.) 

8. Place on a slightly greased baking tray, being careful that the biscuits are not touching. Form a wall around 
the outside edge with scrap dough. This will stop the outside edges of the biscuits from burning. 

9. Bake on the centre shelf for 30-40 minutes or until golden brown. Be careful not to burn them! 
10. Leave the biscuits on a cooling rack until they harden. Or switch off the oven and return the biscuits to the 

oven until it becomes cool. 



So….how do you do support your child with their reading everyday at 
home? Here are some really good tips for you to look through and decide 

what suits you and your child best! 

Every child learns at his or her own pace, so always remember the single 
most important thing you can do is to make it enjoyable.  
 

Some tips for parents and carers to help with home reading 
 

 Establish a home reading routine. 
 Read aloud with your children everyday. Share favourite well known 

books together. 
 If you lack confidence in reading aloud, the fact that you are reading with your child is what matters. 

 Talk about the illustrations 

 Share your excitement for reading and this will be the model your child will adopt. 

 When reading their just right books, your child holds the book! There is a lot of power and control in 
the world of reading. The reader needs to have the power. 

 During home reading time, turn off electronic devices and give each child ten minutes of your undi-
vided attention. 

 Before you read a book, set your child up for success. Reading is not a test! Reading books should be 
familiar and fun not a difficult test to take! It is important for kids to read books they already know 
over and over (even if YOU are sick of hearing them!) 

 Memorising text (younger readers) is all part of the learning to read journey! 

 Keep the introduction short .Talk about the illustrations and the title. Read the blurb (if there is one 
on the back of the book), talk about any unusual words, read a page or some words here and there 
as your child flicks through the book, discuss the characters. This is a short introduction, not an inter-
rogation. If the book is already a familiar one, then this step is unnecessary. 

 If reading time is stressful, move the reading to a new location. Instead of sitting at the kitchen 
bench, move to the lounge room floor, or go outside and sit under a tree OR READ THEM A STORY 
THEY LOVE! REMOVE THE STRESS! 

 Find a reading time that works for your family. Limit the time and set the timer if reading in the past 
has always been difficult. It is better to have an enjoyable 10 minutes than a laborious 30 minutes 
where everyone is left feeling frustrated. 

 At the end of reading time, ask questions that encourage discussion, for example: What was your fa-
vourite part? Tell me about the characters. What do you think will happen next? What did you think 
about that setting? What do like/ dislike about this book? There is no need to interrogate the reader. 
Make it a conversation, your child may not want to have this conversation every single time they 
read! 

 Encourage your child to read independently. A bedside light is one of the best enticements for your 
child to read before going to sleep. 

 The less you interrupt their reading, the more you are supporting your child’s independence, resili-
ence and confidence. 

 Avoid judging your child’s reading with words such as: ‘good’, ‘excellent’ or ‘getting better’. Instead 
say things about the strategies your child uses when reading such as: ‘I like how you read on when 
you came to that difficult word.’ ‘I like how you changed your voice to be the voice of the character 
in the story’. ‘I noticed that you reread the bit that did not make sense.’ 

 Independent readers pick and choose what they read. They are entitled to read some and reject oth-
ers. They are entitled to not complete books because they are boring. Readers make choices. 



Anzac Day 2020 
Reflections from Jo 

This year we sadly find ourselves in a very new and unusual situation regarding the recognition of Anzac Day. In 
the 19 years we have lived in Lancefield we have not missed a local Anzac Day ceremony so this year will be 
quite different. I would ask that as a family, you take some time on Saturday to reflect and think about the im-
portance of Anzac Day and what it truly means today in the world we are living in.  

I will be thinking about the sacrifices that people make during times of adversity, usually for other people they 
have never even met nor are likely to!  

I will be reflecting on the conflict the world has experienced and continues to experience and the human sacri-
fice involved in these conflicts or those who have lost their lives in the line of duty protecting our communities 
and country.  

I will be thinking about the amazing people in our very own community who are all doing their bit to support us 
and keep life ticking over for all of us. I will be reflecting on those who are working hard to keep us safe, keep-
ing us fed and keeping us healthy.  

Anzac Day is a time of reflection and a time to be thankful for living in a country where we are relatively safe 
and well, even during these uncertain times. 

We will be placing a wreath at the cenotaph in 
Lancefield from our lovely school so if you and 
your family are out for a walk on the weekend 
you may like to take a look. 

 

Lest we Forget…today means so much more 
than it perhaps ever did! 

 

 

 
 

A fabulous idea for Anzac day to share with you … 
( from ABC news online) 

Driveway commemorations 
All states and territories' RSL branches have cancelled public Anzac Day services. 
Instead, they have joined other groups in asking Australians to unite in recognising all armed services  
personnel by standing on their driveways at 6:00am for a combined dawn service. 
 
"As a result of restrictions to this year's formal Anzac Day commemorations, the RSL encourages people 
to light up the dawn and remember and pay respects from home," an RSL South Australia spokesman 
said. 
 
"This can take several forms including from the end of your driveway or within your home, with a candle 
or the light on your phone." 
 
RSL SA said the qualities of the Anzac spirit — courage, endurance, humour, ingenuity, and mateship — 
were particularly applicable for Australians amid the COVID-19 pandemic. "The Anzac spirit, which is  
really just the Australian spirit, helps people in times of crisis," the spokesman said. 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-03-16/anzac-day-services-cancelled-due-to-coronavirus/12060466

